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DearMr McKee 

The Department of Energy (DOE) is provldng the followng mfonnanon, includng maps, to your 
office for renew Please provide DOE wth a detemnanon as to whether ths action is approved 
under a Section 404 Nanonwide Permit or is exempt from all 404 penrutnng reqmments 

The proposed acnon is the mtenance b m g  of heavy growths of vegetanon, p m a n l y  hear 
s-ands of catta.11~ (total IS approximately 0.9 acres), in the South Interceptor Ditch (SID) The dnch 
is approxlmately 6,500’ long, and is located on the south side of the Rocky Flats Plant, and 
mmdately north of Woman Creek The lack of regular SID mamtenance has resulted m siltauon 
i n  culverts, overgrown vegetanon wthin zhe channel, sloughmg of dltch banks, and signzficant 
detenoranon of nprap and flow conml structures Because of these condmons, c m n t  
enpeenng esmates have concluded that the SID can handle only 15 percent of the ongmal 100 
year design flow The reduced capacity could cause the channel to overtop dunng a 100 year or 
smaller flood event, allowng potennally conmnated water to enter Woman Creek Tlus potennal 
for contarmnaung the creek coficts  with the very purpose for which the SID was built 

Although an overall rehabihtation effort is needed for the SID, burning the ltch vegetanon wll 
promde an unmdate increase m the present canymg capaaty dunng the upcormng fall and wnter 
seasons. The mcreased capacity wlll then be avadable dunng the heavy precipitanon events that 
may occur d m g  the spnng of 1992 The burn wll occur pnor to the end of October 1991 based 
on a pemt issued by the Colorado Department of Health Burnmg will occur wthout the 
apphcaaon of fuels to the vegetanon The vegetauon is exptcted to return dunng the 1992 growng 
season. No fill wdl be placed in the d t c h  and no dredgmg w11 occur. 

The enclosed Figure 1 shows the locauon of the SID (called the South Interceptor Diversion Canal 
on the drawg). Figure 2 is a USGS Lousville Quadrangle map showing the location of the 
plant Please note that the USGS Quad map is not up to date For example, Pond C-2, and the 
SID which flows into Pond C-2, are not shown on the Quad map. The d m h  is located in T2S, 
R70W, Sccuons 10,11, and 12 

The SID wdl requue a complete rehabditanon effort whn the next year to restore its carrying 
capaaty. When the scope of the full effort is defined, DOE wll Pansmt derads of the planned 
rehabhtanon to your office and request a d e t m a u o n  of the proper Secnon 404 pemt needed 
for the action 
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If you would like to visit the SID or have any quesuons, please call Bruce Thatcher at 966-3532 or 
Tncia Powell at 966-3260 of my staff 

Smcerel y, 

David P Simonson 
Assistant Manager 

for Enwonmental Management 

Enclosurc 

cc w/o Enclosure 
S. Nesta, EG&G/RF 
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